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Course Syllabus
Teacher:
Miss Johnson

Subject:
Elements of Music

Grade:

6th - 8th 

Contact:
(707) 552-6482, ext. 306
Email:

sjohnson@mitacademy.org

Course Description
Elements of Music is an orientation course designed to provide musical knowledge, skills, and, competencies necessary for reading music or listening to music.

Course Objective

At the end of the course, each student should be familiar with the elements of music, have the ability to play basic pieces and accompaniments on the recorder, piano, classroom instruments, and have the ability to read music, and have an understanding of basic music theory.

Course Content

· The Grand Staff, The Staff, Treble & Bass Clef
· Note Identification, Whole, Half, Quarter Notes & Rests, Rhythm                  
· Middle C & Piano Keyboard/Recorder, Classroom Percussion Instruments 
· Eighth Notes & Rests, Ledger Lines, Ties, Slurs

· Accidentals & Enharmonic Equivalents 
· Sixteenth Notes, Dotted Notes & Rests
· Introduction to the Instruments/Identification
Live Performance/Concert Attendance/Written Assignments:

Students are required to attend three (3) live performances during the current semester.  Examples of live performances are but not limited to the following:
· A Professional/Famous ensemble or person
· Middle School or High School aged band performance
· Local/Community Bands/Orchestras/Jazz Ensembles
· Collegiate Bands
· Stage plays with a live Orchestra/Band/Symphony
· Musicals with a live Orchestra/Band/Symphony
· Vocal/choral performances
· Street performances
· *Church performances
*Church worship services will not be accepted for this assignment!
Proof of attendance must be submitted to Miss Johnson in the form of a ticket stub, program of the performance, a picture with/of the performer, and/or a member's signature.

Along with your proof of attendance, students must complete a "Concert Attendance Report".  Completed reports must be typed.  The format and directions for this assignment will be given in class.
Concert Attendance Report Due Dates:

1.
March 1st

2.
April 26

3.
June 12

This project is worth 33% of the final grade.
Required Materials
*Students must bring the following materials to class daily:
· Pencils with eraser (no pens; pens are prohibited)
· 1 two pocket folder with three clasps (for music class only and not to be shared with any other subject)
· Music Theory workbook (provided)
· Keyboard music packets (provided)
· Recorder music (provided)

· All other music needed for class (provided)

Assessment Methods & Grading Policy

Students will be graded on:

· Daily activities and participation

· Written Assignments

· Concert Attendance

· Objective quizzes and tests (written and instrumental proficiency)
Cumulative grading for every PR will be determined as follows:

	Categories Weighted 


	Percentages
	Grading Scale

	Class Participation/Effort
	34%
	A 90-100%

	Concert Attendance/Hmwk.
	33%
	B 80-89 %

	Quizzes/Tests/Folder Check
	33%
	C 70-79%

	
	
	F 0-69%


SUBMITTING ASSIGNMENTS, LATE WORK & MAKE-UP WORK 

Assignments must be turned in on time.  

Late work is accepted up to a week after the deadline and students will receive 50% of the assignment’s value. This is much better than receiving a zero!

MIT expects students to complete all their work.  Students who fail to complete all of their work will be subject to the following “ban the zero” steps of intervention:

Step 1: Warning, and/or holding student in for end-of-block RtI.

Step 2: Assign student to end-of-day RtI (Study Hall)

Step 3: Contact parent, inform them student WILL get detention unless assignment is turned in.

Step 4:  AST meetings to consider contracts and/or termination of enrollment (TOE).

Assignments must be neat and easy to read.  

If I struggle to read it, you may be asked to redo it.

Assignments must be labeled correctly- with the assignment’s title on the first line and the student’s information on the top right corner (see example below).  

If it is not labeled correctly, you will not receive full credit.









(Name) Miles Davis








(Due Date) 8/17/11

(Subject) Music








(Period) 1

(Title) History of Jazz
It is the students’ responsibility to ask a classmate what they missed if they were absent and to ask the teacher for specific assignments. Students may also check the T-drive or the website for assignments. A student has as many days as they were absent to turn in their work. If a student misses an exam, it is their responsibility to make arrangements with the teacher to make-up the exam in a reasonable amount of time.
EXTRA HELP 
I will be available for extra assistance and/or tutoring by appointment only.  If you need extra help or are falling behind, it is your responsibility to make an appointment with me.

EXPECTATIONS OF THE STUDENT
Be prepared – have everything that you need when you need it.
Be productive – participate in class discussions/activities and do your work.

Be positive – have a good attitude and keep negative comments to yourself.

Be punctual – be seated quietly in your seat when the bell rings.

Be polite – follow directions respectfully and clean up after yourself.
Be persistent – don’t give up!  Challenge yourself to master the rigorous curriculum. 

In this classroom, all school rules will apply at all times.  I have a zero tolerance policy when it comes to defiance and disruption.  Cell phones and other electronic devices are strictly prohibited during class time and will be confiscated.  Come to class ready to learn daily!  Please refer to the MIT Parent/Student Handbook for the Discipline Matrix for specific details (pg. 17-22).  A copy of the matrix will also be posted in the classroom for your convenience.
ATTENDANCE POLICY
Daily attendance is expected and crucial to your success in this class.  Tardiness is not acceptable and disrupts the class.  Be seated ready to learn when the bell rings.  Please refer to the MIT Parent Student Handbook for specific details on the Attendance Policy.
I have incredibly high expectations for all of my students. It is important for students to work hard and collaborate. It is crucial we all share our great ideas and different perspectives, as they may help others.  As a class, we will struggle and learn together, just as much as support and encourage one another to do our best. I understand that music may be a very challenging and sometimes frustrating topic; I hope that collectively as a class we can make great progress this semester, while still having fun!
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Course: Elements of Music 




         
   Teacher: Miss Johnson

I have read the course syllabus, and I have shared its contents with my parents. Furthermore, I am aware of the grading policy that will form the basis of my evaluation and how my grade will be computed. I am aware that homework is an extension of regular class work, and will be counted as a part of my overall evaluation. I realize that I am required to maintain an Interactive Notebook containing all notes, class work, homework, and assignments. 

______ I have read the expectations, and I am aware of what is expected of me to successfully complete this class.

*Student Signature: ________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
Parental support is requested to make sure that all assignments are completed and turned in on time. Parents are also asked to sign below, indicating that they have read this sheet and the course syllabus.

*Child’s Name: ________________________________________ *Class Period: ________ 

*Date: ____________________________

*______ I have read the expectations, and I am aware of what is expected of my child to successfully complete this course.

*______ I have read the expectations, and I would like to discuss them further.

*Parent/Guardian Name: _________________________________________________

*Parent/Guardian Signature: ______________________________________________

*Contact number(s): ____________________________________________________

*Email: _______________________________________________________________

*Required fields must be filled out!
